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PART IV
THE PATTERN OF AGRICULTURE

Farms « Number and Size

According to the Census of Agriculture, there were $81 farms in Walla Walla
County in 1959. This was 120 less than was onumerated five years earlier in 195k,
The Census definition of a farm in 1959 was more restrictive than in 1954 and this
accounted for part of the reduction in the number of farms between the twe Census
years, In Walla Walla County, the decrease in number of farms which resulted from
the change in farm definition from 1954 to 1959 was 62, Census data indicate that
a peak number of farms was reached around 1520 when there were 1,502 farms. The
overall trend in number of farms has been downward since themn, In 1959, with 981,
Walla Walla County ranked eighteenth in the state in the number of farms.

Both small and large farms are common in Walla Walla County. In 1959, about
20,8 percent of the farms in the county were under 10 acres while 20,5 percent
were farms of 1,000 acres or more, The average size of farm in Walls Walla County
was 838,7 acres compared with 362.9 for the state, Walla Walla ranked tenth among
Washington counties in average slze per farm in 1959,

Table 8, Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
) Walla Walla County, 1$00-1959

Average size Total C P

Total Farms | of farms in otal County ercent of
Year Area in Farms | County area

in the County t?:cggggty (acres) in Farms
1900 1,029 6335 651,8L7 79,0
1910 1,383 534,8 739,699 89.7
1920 1,502 468,2 703,251 85.3
1925 1,415 422.8 598,261 7245
1930 1,498 1692 702,909 8502
1940 1,420 £12.0 726,971 88.2
1945 1,294 577.7 7h7,578 90.6
1950 1,228 6Li6.6 793,968 9643
1954 1,101 Th7.5 822,993 99.8
1959 981 838.7 822,729 101.1 1/

1/ The excess of farm acreage over approximate land area is due
to the fact that the entirs acreage of a farm is tabulated
as in the county in which the headquarters is located even
though a part of the farm may be situated in an adjoining
county.,

~ Sourcet U, 8, Census of hgriculturc

Estween 195L and 1YBY Parm mumbers in all sizé groby cdtegd¥les, exseht
those above 500 acres, showed a decline in Walla Walla County., The largest
reduction in numbers involved farms under 10 acres, For this group, much of the
changs is the result of the change in Census definition, For the larger farms
there has been a tendency to consclidate, with the objective of increasing effi-
ciency, especlally where mechanization is involved, This has been accomplished
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elther by purchasing or leasing small.farms and adding them to other units,
Successful livestock and grain farmers have added more land to their operations
in order to increase their tots)l returns,

Land in farms, which reached a high of 739,699 acres in 1910, dropped to
598,261 acres in 1925, Since then,’ hiowever, the total farmland operated by Walla
Walla County farmers steadily increased to gstablish a new high of 822,993 acres
in 195k, The figure in 1959 was slightly lower--822,729 acres., The 195L acreage
in farmlanda represented 99,8 percent of the approxlmate land area of Walla Walla
County which amounted to 82L;320 acfes. The land area of the county in 1959 was
dropped to 814,080 acres (10,2l0 acres less than in 195L) because of changes in
the. 8izes' of ruservoirs, 1akes, streams, etc, " In 1959, theréfore, the Census of
Agriculture indicated that farmlands operated by Walla Walla County farmera-repre- '
sent 10141 percent of the counxy land area, The apparent excess of the farm
acrgage over approximate land area of the county in 1959 resulted from the fact
that’ the entire acreage of a farm was tabulateéd as in the county in which' the:
headquarters was located, eveén though a part of the farm might have been situated
in an adjoininp county. ) o

Number'ahd'SiZE of Farms
| Walla Walla County, 195L and 1959
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Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1999.

Fignie'B. Number and’Size of Walla Walla County Farms, 195h and 1959,

“In 1959, about 87 percent of the farmland operated by Walla Walia County
 farmers was in units.of 1,000 acres or more, Farms under 50 acres ropresented
only .8 percent of the total farmland; ~Farms of 1,000 acres or more contain
large acreages of range and ‘fallow land as well ds grain and other crops,
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Types of Farms

Walla Walla Courty has a wide variety of farm types, according to the Censu
of Agriculture., In 1959, the most common type was the field crop farms mprining
nearly 35 percent of all Walla Walla County farms, About 88 percent of the field
crop farms raised cash grainaC Next in numbers were vegetable farms which added
up to UO farm units or :1 percen‘c of the total farm Ilgﬁféc General farms pimbered
80 in 1959 and represented 8,1 psrcent of the county farm count. (Census defined
general farms as those growing field seed Crops, hay and/or silage, A farm was
also class1fied as general if iu bad yash 1ncoma from three or more sources and

Livestock farms were fourth in numbers followed by farms speocializing in
dairy and those in poult:y, Onﬁy 6 farms were in the fruzt and nut farm category
in 1959. Almost 32 percent of the Walla Walla County farms wers classifisd as
miscellanecus by the Census, This cabegory included farms ralsing nursery and
greenhouse products, forest products, mules, horses, colts and ponies, Also

included in this group were all institutional farms and Indian reservatlons,

Some farm types in Walla Walla County have increased in numbers in recent
years while others have decreased., Miscellansocus and unclassified farms increased
by 23 units between 195l and 1959 and represented the category with the largest
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Table 9, Types of Farms, Walla Walla County, 1959

e R e e e
Estimated Percent of
Type of Farus Number of | 211 farms in
Farms the county
1954 | 1959
Total farms in county so:cssssssrsoccosscans 981 100,0 | 100.0
Field CI’OP farmS OB Oes Dl NcCAORNRIPIORNIOGLY 32‘0 koﬁo 3b¢7
Cash=grain sscesseosesorssesssnrcecctseras 300 3506 3096
O'ther fieldwt‘rﬂﬂ ¢pp0eceecsacessgrsseasdses .b,g L‘A,Ll J_-l,el-
vegetable fa-rms AP V0RO I s o NBQABIIRBIORLS 88 1201 9¢0
Frujt-and-nut farms GOfsePLeIcRGOTaTensOdeERo 6 —— 06
POUltry farms EORTIPI LS00 406N LIOIBNSSEVIOIOINIARLRS 36 2 6 39?
D&.J.I‘V farms Sssdsasssssstsesessteanassandbas JJ-Z 560 14.193
Livestock farms other than poultry and dairy 76 6ol Tal
Genaral farma [ EZ NP RENNEENENNFEFNFERENENERNEENN NN 80 8@7 801
Miscellaneous and unclassified £arms cacesss 313 25¢5 | 31,9

Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture,

Farm Residence and Opsration

Walla Walla County agriculture is characterized by a significant number of
operators residing on farms and dividing work between agriculture and off«farm
employment, In 1959, nearly LS percent of the farm operators worked off their
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farms, Almosh 32 percent worked off the farms more than 100 days per year. On an.
income basis, 35 percent of the operators and their familles gained more cash in-
come from off: farm mork than was received. from farm products ma"keted from their
own *arms. , : Ry e ,

Ehe majorlty of walla Nélla Gounxy farmers 11ve on the fa“ms they npera’ce.—
Over 92 percent of the farmers reported living on the farms they operated in. 1959.’
Othsrs lived in nearby villages and tOWHSo‘- , '

Farmland Ut11‘zation S "

Crops were harvested from about 34 percent of the land in farms in 1959, An
additional 29,1 percent was in summe®fallow or ddle cropland while 3,5 percent was
in-pastured cropland, - Woodlands eonstituted only 5,2 percent of Walla Walla ..
County's total farmliand in 1959,  About- 90 percent of -the farm woodlands was pas--
turasdy - Other pastures amounted to 23,7 percent-of the county farmland,. The re-: -
maining: farmldnd, about h.h percent, was in houee lots, roads, steland, eto.

Utllization of Farmland In Walla Walla Countyg 1959

Number of Farms - 981 - " Total Land in Farms - 822,729 acres
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Figure 9o Utilization of Fermland in Walla Walla Gounty, 1959. ,

Farm Values

Tha Yalue of . faiym lands and buildings ia Walla Walla County has ifcreassd S
greatly since 1900, After reaching a high in 1920, farm values decreased during’
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the depression years of the 1930's, Since 1940, however, the total velue of farm
property in the county has nearly quadrupled, increasing from about $30,000,000
to around $120,000,000 in 1959, According to Census of Agriculture, the average
value of land and buildings per farm inoreased from a low of $21,201 in 19LO to
$122ﬁ360 in 1959, Value of farmland per acre during the same period rose from

$41.40 to $157.L1,

The rise in farm and land values has been caused by several factors., One has
been the general increase of prices in real estate throughout the western United
States, Another factor has been the large amount of labor and capital Walla Walla

[ P o - P
County farmers have invested im land and building dmprovements since 1920. A

third factor has been the increase in population and the expansion of commercial
farming which has increased demands for farm land,

# Farm Pranartv
i & 2

G HE & A& Upue ¥,

County A;;} Values
Per Farm | Per Acre

1900 | 4 13,586 |$ 21,50
1910 28,573 53,40
1920 38,911 83.15

o Eaw it P

1930 28,89 61,60
1940 21,201 41,L0

1950 | 59,39k | 87.20
195} | 87,012 | 131,13

1959 | 122,360 | 157..1
Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture.

Farm Tenure

About one-half of the farmers in Walla Walla County owned the famm they
operated in 1959, Full owners contrclled 10,9 percent of the county's total farme
land in that year, About 30 percent of the farms were operated by part ownerses
farmers who own part of their land and remt land from others, Unlike the fullw

Table 11, Farm Tenancy, Number and Percent of Farms
by Tenure of Operator, Walla Walla County, 1525-1959

— , ==
. NnmEer Full Owners | Part Owners Managers Tenante
& 8al v . —

Farms | Number Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Nurber | Percent

19250 1,415| 787 | 5546 | 228 | 16,1 22 1.5 378 | 2647

1930( 1,498 75k | 50,3 | 259 | 17.3 | 31 | 2,1 | LSh | 30.3

1935| 1,607| 789 | 49,1 | 223 | 13.9 | 38 2.1 557 | 3h.7

1940| 1,h20] &9 | LB.9 | 262 | 18 | 26 1,8 439 | 30,8

19L5] 1,294 762 | 58,9 | 238 | 18.h| 20 | 15 274 | 21.2

1950{ 1,225 688 | 56,2 | 310 | 2543 | 15 1.2 5 | 1745
b4

1954| 1,101 610 | 55,6 | 290 | 26.5 N 192 | 1T.h
1959 981 L99 | 50,9 | 298 | 30.h4 7 o7 177 | 18,0

Source: U, S. Census of Agriculture,
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atiods i the vounty haveteontinued to increase, numbering'around 300 unlts in-
recent years, About 66 percent of Walla:Walla-County's farmland in 1959 was under
the part-owner type of operationo ‘This . type of operatlon is common in wheat farme .

machiine . .- Dra 8 and. more ennnon A EW :

elderly and retired people arrange to have parta of their farms operated by nelgh-‘

boring rancher: A
Tenancy&-the renting and leasing'of land-uls not uncommon in Walla Walla .
County, : +Altholigh:the number has continued to.decrease since the 1930ts,; tenant.

farms numberéd’ 177 in 1959 or -about 18 percent:of ;the total:number of farms- in the'i
sounty, ~Tenant, farmers, however,.operated:only.:l,6 peroent:-of the county!s farme:
land during 1949, DManager-cperated -farms:have:-alsec-decreased.in numbers since.the.-

1930's, numbéring only 7 in 1959, Managers-~individuals who manage land for
others and who recelve a wage.or salary*for gervices=wopsrated over a fifth of the
county's farmland acreage in 1959, Manager:farms tend -to be large~-scale opera-
tions with large acreages, '

Cemee L s emervera o
P ot pLa

Tand In Farms, By Tenure @f Operator
Walla Walla Caunﬁy, 1959

Full Ower |
Part Cwner 65,9
Tenante 3. 13,351
Managder 7 77,435 21.6
! { | | | e i j [T
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 0 20 40 60 80 ~ '1op
‘ :Thousands o:! Aoren L S Poroent

=Source., il S Gensué of Agraculture, 1959.',
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Figuré lO. Land in Farma, By Tenure of Operator, Walla Walla County, 1959,

’w<'_.,.z

Irrigation ;ain B :u-»'_r O L ;;-:~§,Lf

The amount of drrigated cropland and pasture in Walla Walla County has-been
inoreasing steadily. In 1959, 37,296 acres.were under irrigabion -compared with
32,942 acrgs, in 195k 'and 24,323 acreS’in 1950. ‘Walla Walla ranked eighh in amcunt
of land.-irrigated. among the 39 Washiggton ‘counties in 1959, - OVer ‘60 percent of
the county farms were 1rrigated in.that year, Alao, land irrigated rapresented
he5 percent of the: county 1and in. farms in “1959, .~ N

In 1959, approxnmately three-quarters of Wélla walla Countyls ﬂrrigated
acreage wag in creps. Mosb: of the. ‘remaining land. irrigated wag pasture. In. terms
of  acreage, ‘glfalfa was the 1eading irrigated erop in 1959, Other jmportant crops
grown under irrigation included sugar: beets, vegebables? wheat and barley. e

“T‘
! ~

+ LTY .

»
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Table 12, Irrigated Farms: Number and Acreage
Walla Walla County, 1950, 1954 and 1959,

Item 1959 | 195h | 1950
Number of irrigated farms 605 650 6L5
Land irrigated (acres) 37,296 | 32,942 | 24,323

Irrigated land in farms according to use:
Farms irrigating CToOPS cocossvesessssco 163 499 538
Acres of crops 1rrigated cecevsessesses | 27,833 | 24,387 | 16,553
Acres of other land irrigated cosuevaes | 9,463 8,555 | 7,770

Sourcet

U, S. Census of Agriculture,

Irrigated Acreage of Specified Crops
Walla Walla County, 1959

Alfalfs
Sugar Beots ‘
Vegetablas
Wheat
Barley
Potatoes 377
Grain for Hay £ 2o
Other Hay 243
Corn i 230
Oats 207
Grass Silage 1 147
Strawberriea 119
Clo-Tim Hay 71
Peas 63
Orohards 50
¥i1a Bay 49 1 | i I | I i |
i 2 3 = & 7 8 g 10
Thousands
Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture
Pigure 11, Irrigated Acreage of Specified Crops, Walla Walla County, 1559,
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Irrigation systems in'Walla Walla County have been developed by the Eurean
of Reclamation and by cooperatives as well as by private 4ndividhals, About 62¢
percent of the irrigated-lard in the county was watered by sprinklers ln. 1859,
Both wells and riveérs are used as sources ¢f irrigation water, Major areas ‘of

rrigaticn include the Walla Walla River:Valley, the Touchet River Valley, the Dry
Creek Valley-and the Burbank district in the western mrt of the county,. -

Farnm Fa"ilities

Ca e

The capaclty of a farmer to. produce ia algnlficantly related to farm. .aquip~
ment and facilities at. his disposal.’ Walla Walla. County farms are yelatively
welleequipped srith moders farm machznery and home convenlences such as telephones
and home freezers, Tractors, motofr trucks and- automobiles are found on majority
of Walla Walla Gounty farms to provide moat of the power and transportation. In
1959, over 86 percent of the farms reporged. L,yuo tractors of which 667 were of
the crawler tyoe. The number of farms with automobiles was 931, which represented
nearly 95 percent of the Walla Walla Gounty farms, Over 88 percent of the farms

also had motor trucks in 1959.

The 1mportance of wheat and barley in the county is indicated bty the rela-
tively high froquency of grain combines noted by the Census in 1959, There was -
also a high percentage of farms with power- operated elevators, conveyors and

PO

U.L OWETBe

Table 13, Specified Facilities and Equipment on Farme
Walla Walla County, 1959

S ———

Percent of All

Facility or Number of | pirms in Count
Equipment Item Farms Using Equipped” v

Te'lephone seseENOOI LI IES 926 9h9h
Home freezer Secransenney 692 7005
Mllking machine (XX EXEXXE] 116 1108
Elzctric milk cooler ,.. 63 Boly
Crop drier (for grain, _ .

forage or other crops) 2 .8 '
Power operated elevator, :

conveyor or blower ... 208 21,2
Graln Com'bines 'EXEERY X K] 3?3 3890
CO['n Dickers EEEE N NFENWN] ) ‘6
Pick-up baler ,sseeseces 145 1.8 "
Figld forage harvester . 37 3.8 .
Mot OoTtTUCKS evoresecrosno 866 88.3 h
Tractors Pe3Usevesasavse s 8’47 86°2 N

Crawler tractors seses 353 36,0
ANLomobiles ceeccccscces 931 - 9L.9-

SURLUTNUNEACTY s 2208 P

Source: ”U.;S..ngsué:SfﬁAgr;Qulture,sl952.

]
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EEEE Roads

In recent years much progress has been made in providing all-weather roads
for farm families, A large majority of the farms are located within easy access
of the main highways in Walla Walla County, In 1959, nearly 65 percent of the
farms were located on hard-surfaced roads, Only 10 percent of the farmsteads re-
qu.u.uu travel on dirt rcads while the remaining 25 percent of the farms were on

PU - W LAV VG LQGALNIWEG WOAWw Wil
improved roads of gravel; shell cr shale,

*
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T & wi arms ang in arms and = R O a8t O
Sold Off Farms, Washington Counties ~ 1959
e o T Galue of w11 ). Valde'sf alX 7,
“ ol s e, Velne of M PP
Adams 786 1,076,960 21,055,532 3,547,300
Asotin 325 36k,405 2,589,582 1,179, L8,
Benton 1,281 562,809 12,912,165 3,958,996
Chelan 1,636 215,6L6 16,877,563 660,083
Clallam 724 68,739 706,055 2,858,512
Clark 2,778 188,479 3,020,725 8,222,499
Columbia 333 359,13k 9,778,027 1,1L8,786
Bowlita 1,01} 80,176 1,022,291 2,008,884
Douglas 935 1,012,561 12,985,276 1,067,743
Ferry 283 298,247 - 396,384 931,057
Franklin Th2 590,027 10,305,160 3,596,711
Garfield 27l 3hi, 094 6,871,789 898,109
Grant 1,497 1,075,642 26,083,038 12,555,694
Grays Harbor 896 99,529 921,067 2,639,717
Island 493 38,702 515,863 1,909,572
Jefferson 266 35,123 212,568 758,107
King 2,952 11,719 6,210,212 14,258,190
Kitsap 906 29,776 137,819 1,37hL,547
Kittitas 905 580,035 2,961,833 10,905,370
Klickitat i 960,614 3,859,102 3,083,797
Lewis 24230 255,012 1,893,636 7+935,581
Lincoln 959 1,422,981 21,035,259 3,253,383
Mason 328 35,518 202,594 728,250
Okanogan 1,762 2,0,-1851106 10’681,’58)4 5’7233537
Pacific 499 53,318 819,224 1,086,617
Pend Oreille 366 12L,239 265,001 1,222,488
Pierce 2’535 153’363 h,928,685 10, 850,000
San Juan * 209 15,707 91,69% 595,403
Skagit 1,7L0 1h1,770 6,722,958 9,167,984
Skamania 177 20,177 - 283,595 259,736
Suchomish 2, 919 1!.38’ 60‘4 2’788’ 695 12’ 8999 2}40
Spokane 2,990 822,008 15,091,158 8,403,816
Stevens 1,608 803,776 3,836,457 5,676,015
Thurston 1,220 142,170 1,952,408 5,836,930
Wahiclakum 302 26,299 17h,k15 1,052,642
WALLA WALLIA 981 822,729 19,957,499 }y, 228,801
Whatcom 3,151 185,045 3,943,630 17,706,625
Whitman 1,82} 1,485,709 13,632,434 7,398,484
Yakima 6,010 1,88L,694 75,760,207 32,919,536
Source: U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1959,



